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Admission of Homeless Students 


All minor students who are determined by the Principal or his designee to be homeless within the meaning of the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act, including unaccompanied youth as defined by the Act, shall be admitted to the schools of this system.  Homeless students are defined as lacking a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence, including children who are:

1. Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing or economic hardship;

2.
Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations;

3.
Living in emergency or transitional shelters;

4.
Are abandoned in hospitals;

5.
Awaiting foster care placement;

6.
Living in public or private places not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;

7.
Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, transportation stations or similar settings;

8. Migratory children living in conditions described in the previous examples.


The superintendent shall designate an appropriate staff person to be the district’s liaison for homeless students and their families.  The liaison shall assist, as needed, homeless students and their families in securing records normally required for enrollment, such as previous academic records, proof of residency, or other necessary documentation for enrollment.


Title VII-B of the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act provides federal regulations assuring that homeless children and youth have access to a free, appropriate public education and is consistent with the state’s school attendance laws.  It also authorizes the state education agency to adopt a plan that assures that local education agencies shall continue the homeless child or youth’s education in the school district of origin for the remainder of the school year, or enroll the child or youth in the school district where he or she is actually living.  It further states that each student defined as homeless will be provided educational services for which he or she meets eligibility criteria.  This includes the following programs:  compensatory education for the disadvantaged, education to the handicapped, services for students with limited English proficiency; vocational education, gifted, and school meal programs.
Enrollment

Children who meet the definition of homelessness, as set forth in Section 725 of the McKinney- Vento Homeless Assistance Act, (reauthorized January 2002), and who live within the Pickens County School District, may enroll in a school located in the respective attendance area where the child lives with his or her guardian. The principal or designee of that school shall immediately enroll the child, even in the absence of the appropriate documentation required for school enrollment.

School Selection

The child may be permitted to either(1) remain in the school district in which he or she was enrolled (school of origin) prior to becoming homeless for the remainder of the school year; or(2)enroll in the school district where he or she now lives, whichever is in the best interest of this child. Students may remain at their schools of origin the entire time they are experiencing homelessness, and until the end of any academic year in which they become permanently housed. The same applies if a child or youth loses his or her housing between academic years. 

Identification

The liaison will train school personnel on the possible indicators of homelessness, sensitivity in identifying families and youth in transition, and procedures for forwarding

the information to the liaison. In addition, the liaison will instruct school registrars and secretaries to inquire about possible homelessness upon enrollment. Community partners that may assist in identification may include: Department of Family and Children Services; Department of Juvenile Justice; Court appointed Special Advocates: and other social service agencies.
The school registrars and homeless liaison shall assist the student in acquiring the necessary records for enrollment. The student is eligible to receive comparable services, which are considered the same type of services that their non-homeless peers receive.

Homeless students may include those who are not in physical custody of a parent or guardian in accordance with the policy and procedures of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. This policy includes unaccompanied youth.

Transportation

Transportation arrangements shall be provided and coordinated with the school of origin and/or other counties if necessary. The homeless liaison may assist with the process, if needed.

Disputes
Any dispute regarding the educational placement of a homeless child shall be presented to the campus principal for resolution in conjunction with the homeless liaison. If the matter is not resolved at the level, the dispute shall be brought to the Superintendent or designee for resolution. If the matter is not resolved at the level, the dispute shall be brought before the Board of Education for final resolution. 
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